The convulsions were not of the body but of the mouth, face, and extremities. There was much dilatation of the pupils and redness of the eyes. Evans seemed " rather mesmerized than comatose.11
now colonial botanist at the Swan River, found it frequent all oyer the south of Ireland. In this county it is quite common, obtruding itself even within the precincts of this populous city, and marking from time to time its deleterious effects, by the deaths of one or more individuals of its population.
In the month of August of 1842, three boys, the eldest aged 13, named Evans, Lane, and Allen, belonging to the Foundling hospital of this city, died in consequence of having eaten of the root, which they had plucked in the first field, on the river side, beyond the Weirs, whither they had gone accompanied by a number of other boys for the purpose of bathing. They were attacked while on their return home, having gone only a short distance, when the eldest, Evans, the first attacked, " gave a leap11
and then fell, receiving in the fall a severe injury of the forehead.
In the act of assisting or endeavouring to raise him the other two boys also fell. Two, Lane and Allen, were removed to the dispensary, and Evans to the foundling hospital. Emetics and other means were tried without effect.
In one instance, owing to the spasm of the jaw, no emetic could be introduced. They lived only a few hours after the ingestion of the poison. They had pulled up the plant * Even the amusements of boys require supervision and sometimes correction. What led to the fatal catastrophe of the three foundlings was, as stated, their having pulled up by mistake the CEnanthe crocata for the cow-parsnip so called, (whether the Heracleum spondylium or the Angelica archangelica), the hollow stalk of which is used by boys as a pop-gun, through which they blow cherry-stones, haws, peas, or small shot, by means of the breath?an amusement in itself sufficiently mischievous, as it is well known the action of the human breath exerted for a time on a pellet of any sort, as this passes through a long and smooth tube, gives a velocity which will inflict a sharp and painful stroke on a distant animal. In this way, by means of a hollow reed, some of the native American tribes shoot their poisoned arrows with great force and precision without the aid of the bow ; the natives also of
